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ABSTRACT

Abortion is one of the leading causes of maternal mortality and morbidity which
continues to impact women’s health negatively in countries like Nigeria. The study
was a descriptive study aimed at assessing the knowledge of abortion among
undergraduate students of the University of Medical Science (UNIMED), Ondo.

A quantitative research design was adopted to conduct the research, using multi stage
sampling technique. Sample size of 124 students from four departments of UNIMED
was involved in this study. A self-developed questionnaire served as the instrument
on demographic data, knowledge of abortion, its complication and factor influencing
it. Data were primarily analyzed with version 23 of Statistical Packages for Social
Sciences (SPSS).

The results from this study revealed that majority 85 (68.5%) had good knowledge of
abortion. Furthermore, a bivariate analysis was made between the sex and year of
study of the participants and their level of knowledge of abortion. With the chi-
square result of (x2 =5.362) and level of significance (p= 0.153) which is greater than
0.05 (p > 0.05), there was no significant association between their year of study and
their level of knowledge of abortion. However, there was a significant association
between their gender and their level of knowledge of abortion. With the chi-square
result of (x2 =7.054), level of significance (p= 0.008*), which is less than 0.05 (p <
0.05). Based on this study, female students had better knowledge of abortion 64
(76.2%) than the male students 21 (52.5%). The study, therefore, revealed that the
gender of the students was significant to their level of knowledge of abortion.

From the findings, the integration of educating men on the abortion and its dangers
is important. Hence, educating them on the dangers of abortion and its
complications would make them advocates against unsafe abortion.
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