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ABSTRACT

Access to sexual and reproductive healthcare services, including safe abortion and
family planning is one of prioritised targets of SDGs by 2030. While the world has
made significant progress on these indicators, unsafe abortion continues to be a
public health threat to most women and girls of reproductive ages in Nigeria. This
study examines the risks and factors associated with unsafe abortion practices among
women in Nigeria. This study analyzed the data from the Performance Monitoring
for Action 2020 follow-up survey. The sample size suitable for this study was limited
to 1074 women of reproductive ages 15-49. The outcome variable for this study is
unsafe abortion practices which was measured by the methods used to terminate the
pregnancy. Three levels of analysis were performed in this study. At the univariate
level, frequencies and percentages were used to examine the prevalence of unsafe
abortion practices and associated factors. The bivariate analysis used chi-square to
examine the associated factors to unsafe abortion. At the multivariate level, binary
logistic regression reported the odds of unsafe abortion by selected variables. The
findings identified poor access to abortion at public facilities, and post-abortion
complications as the major risk while the age and level of education of women are
associated with unsafe abortion practices, also women with a tertiary level of
education have a higher percentage of 57.1% in unsafe abortion practices. The result
from the binary logistic regression models indicates that the Odds Ratios of women
aged 35-44 (OR = 1.02, p>0.05) and 45+ (OR=1.96, p<0.05) compared to women
ages 15-24 showed a significance higher odd of unsafe abortions compared to women
age 25-34 (OR = 0.93, p>0.05). Finally, the study suggested that access to the use of
contraceptive among women should be encouraged in order to prevent unwanted
pregnancy that leads to unsafe abortion.
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